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MANHASSET BAY PROTECTION COMMITTEE 
Phase II Activities Undertaken 

On Behalf of Member Municipalities 
March 10, 2020 to March 9, 2021 Permit Year  

 

Note	on	the	Reporting	Year	
On March 11, 2020 (the second day of this permit year), the World Health Organization declared 
the Novel Coronavirus disease (Covid-19) a global pandemic.  Shortly thereafter, most activities 
in New York State were shutdown making this permit year unlike any other in the past.  Many 
activities that are normally undertaken were suspended and not all have resumed. 

 

MCM	#	1	–	Public	Education	and	Outreach	
Distributing educational materials and performing outreach to inform citizens about the impacts polluted 
stormwater runoff discharges can have on water quality. 

 Continued a quarterly e-newsletter and grew the distribution list from 120 to 165 
recipients.  A link to sign-up is posted on the Committee’s website and on the Facebook 
page.  Four newsletters were released in this reporting period (all were also posted to the 
Committee’s Facebook and Twitter pages); links and dates of publications are on the 
attached sheet.  An archive of all past mailings is here. 

 Continued to grow the Committee’s Facebook presence 
(https://www.facebook.com/manhassetbay/) and again participated in the #DontTrashLIS 
social media campaign run this past summer by the Long Island Sound Study and the 
member organizations of its Citizens Advisory Committee, which highlighted the 
problem of plastic waste to wildlife and water quality.   

 The Committee was unable to staff informational tables as all public events were 
cancelled due to the Novel Coronavirus, which hindered much of the Committee’s work 
during this reporting period.   

 The Committee purchased two new domains that direct to the Committee’s home page:  
ManhassetBay.info and ManhassetBay.net, making it easier to both find and direct people 
to the webpage. 

 The Committee started Twitter (https://twitter.com/manhassetbaypc) and Instagram 
(https://www.instagram.com/manhassetbaypc/) accounts 

 Kept members and the general public apprised of updates and the existence of the Army 
Corps’ New York New Jersey Harbor and Tributaries Focus Area Coastal Storm Risk 
Management Feasibility Study, including the Study’s suspension in March 2020. 

 The Manhasset Sewer Feasibility Study was completed in January 2020 and the 
Committee has been asked to provide public comments on the Study in a May 2020 letter 
to the Manhasset Chamber of Commerce. 

 Began planning an upcoming joint protection committee meeting (public) with the 
Hempstead Harbor, Oyster Bay/Cold Spring Harbor, and Peconic Estuary Protection 
Committees, the Setauket Harbor Task Force, and Friends of the Bay to be held May 20, 
2021 virtually.  Topic and agenda are still being discussed. 
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 Forwarded numerous newspaper articles to municipal representatives and others on water 
quality and environmental issues important to Manhasset Bay.  Some of these were also 
posted to the Committee’s social media. 

 Monitored Nassau County sewage spill reports and notified Committee members and 
others (there were none during the reporting year). 

 Responded to questions from both member municipalities and the public about the Army 
Corps’ Feasibility Study, “how do I get involved,” MS4 program, where stormwater 
pollution comes from, why does the Bay smell, and other inquiries 

 Distributed educational brochures about stormwater pollution, watersheds, feeding geese, 
organic gardening, impacts of pet feces on water quality, water conservation, clean 
boating, storm drain markings, and other water quality related topics as was feasible 
given the Novel Coronavirus. 

 Kept the municipalities up-to-date on trainings and other events. 
 

MCM	#2	–	Public	Participation	
Providing opportunities for citizens to participate in program development and implementation, including effectively 
publicizing public hearings and/or encouraging citizen representatives on a stormwater management panel. 

 Held six (6) virtual Manhasset Bay Protection Committee meetings (open to the public) 
on April 23, 2020, September 17, 2020, October 15, 2020, November 12, 2020, January 
21, 2020, and February 25, 2020.  Meetings were transcribed and both meeting minutes 
and transcriptions were posted to 
http://www.manhassetbayprotectioncommittee.org/PDF_PUBLIC/Minutes/2020/ and 
http://www.manhassetbayprotectioncommittee.org/PDF_PUBLIC/Minutes/2021/ 

 Member of the Town of North Hempstead Waterfront Advisory Committee 
 The Town of North Hempstead, with and on behalf of the Committee, and with funding 

from the NYS Department of State, developed and released an RFP for the Development 
of a Manhasset Bay Water Quality Improvement Plan.  The RFP was issued on February 
11, 2021 and was advertised on the Town’s RFP website and by mailing directly to some 
vendors.  The closing date was March 25, 2021. 

 Served as the member representative for the Committee on the Long Island Nitrogen 
Action Plan’s (LINAP) Nassau County Subwatershed Planning Advisory work group.  
Continued to provide representation to the Long Island Sound Study (LISS) Citizens 
Advisory Committee and the LISS Management Committee Watersheds and 
Embayments work group.  In that role, continued work to establish water quality 
monitoring of embayments as a priority and to develop a mechanism for regular (non-
grant) funding to support monitoring efforts. 

 The Committee took a different approach to the annual Ocean Conservancy beach 
cleanup given the Novel Coronavirus.  There is generally a one-day volunteer event at 
Manorhaven Beach Town Park.  This year, participants were encouraged to clean-up on 
their own and were later mailed a “fun patch” and other “swag.”  The two e-mails that 
were sent to advertise the event are listed with the quarterly newsletters towards the end 
of this document. 

 Conducted a weekly water quality monitoring program (June through August) with North 
Hempstead Bay Constables and Nassau County Dept. of Health.  Unfortunately, again 
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due to Novel Coronavirus, this program was limited and did not include the YSI 
Handheld Multiparameter Probe. 

 As stated above, the Committee kept the general public apprised of updates and the 
existence of the Army Corps’ New York New Jersey Harbor and Tributaries Focus Area 
Coastal Storm Risk Management Feasibility Study. 

 Distributed information on the Great Neck and Port Washington Water Pollution Control 
Districts’ Shed the Meds collection programs, the Town of North Hempstead’s STOP 
programs, and the Town’s Sustainability classes and programs throughout the reporting 
period. 

 Began planning an upcoming joint protection committee meeting (public) with the 
Hempstead Harbor, Oyster Bay/Cold Spring Harbor, and Peconic Estuary Protection 
Committees, the Setauket Harbor Task Force, and Friends of the Bay to be held May 20, 
2021 virtually.  Topic and agenda are still being discussed. 

 Continued editing and distributing introductory folders to new committee member 
representatives in order to educate them on the Committee, stormwater, and regulations.  
The goal is to make new representatives comfortable in their new role. 

 

MCM	#	3	–	Illicit	Discharge	Detection	and	Elimination	
Developing and implementing a plan to detect and eliminate illicit discharges to the storm sewer system (includes 
developing a system map and informing the community about hazards associated with illegal discharges and 
improper disposal of waste). 

 Conducted a weekly water quality monitoring program (June through September) with 
North Hempstead Bay Constables and Nassau County Dept. of Health.   

 Included removing illegal downspout hook-ups as a “What You Can Do” tip on several 
newsletters and other publications. 
 

MCM	#	4	–	Construction	Site	Runoff	Control	
Developing, implementing, and enforcing an erosion and sediment control program for construction activities that 
disturb 1 or more acres of land (controls could include silt fences and temporary stormwater detention ponds). 

 Forwarded information to Phase II contacts about NYSDEC Erosion & Sediment Control 
Training held locally throughout the year. 

 Monitored changes in regulations and advised member municipalities as needed. 
 Bay constables watched for unusual discharges or conditions while conducting weekly 

water quality monitoring 
 

MC	#	5	–	Post	Construction	Runoff	Control	
Developing, implementing, and enforcing a program to address discharges of post-construction stormwater runoff 
from new development and redevelopment areas. Applicable controls could include preventative actions such as 
protecting sensitive areas (e.g., wetlands) or the use of structural BMPs such as grassed swales or porous 
pavement. 
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 Forwarded information to Phase II contacts about NYSDEC Erosion & Sediment Control 
Training held locally throughout the year. 

 Monitored changes in regulations and advised member municipalities of public comment 
periods as needed.  

 Watched for unusual discharges or conditions while conducting weekly water quality 
monitoring (summer) 
 

MCM	#	6	–	Good	Housekeeping	
Developing and implementing a program with the goal of preventing or reducing pollutant runoff from municipal 
operations. The program must include municipal staff training on pollution prevention measures and techniques 
(e.g., regular street sweeping, reduction in the use of pesticides or street salt, or frequent catch-basin cleaning). 

 Committee members have shared information on which good housekeeping practices 
work through Committee meetings as well as changes to their good housekeeping 
programs. 

 Forwarded information to Phase II contacts about NYSDEC Erosion & Sediment Control 
Training held locally throughout the year. 

 

FUTURE	PLANS	
 The Manhasset Bay Protection Committee will:  finalize and publish the water quality 

report based on weekly monitoring data collected 2016 to 2018 by December 2021 and a 
bacteria trend report by March 9, 2022 (previous progress was halted by Covid-19).   

 Starting in the fall, the Executive Director will update the Committee website to make it 
more cohesive and user-friendly.   

 Begin the development of a new Water Quality Improvement Plan for Manhasset Bay 
utilizing State and Committee funds.  A contractor to take on that work should be 
selected this spring. 

 The Seabin, floating trash receptacle, has not yet been operational.  The Committee is 
hopeful that it will begin full operation this summer. 
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2020	–	2021	Newsletters	and	mailings:	

Winter	2021	Newsletter:	
March 4, 2021 
https://mailchi.mp/e52a8873eccf/winter-2021 

Autumn	2020	Newsletter:	
November 5, 2020 
https://mailchi.mp/90117c7c957f/fall-2020-newsletter-5075348 

2020	Beach	Cleanup	Updates	
September 10, 2020 
https://mailchi.mp/a0147133b059/2020-annual-beach-cleanup-5053224 

2020	Beach	Cleanup	
September 4, 2020 
https://mailchi.mp/f23abb62664c/2020-annual-beach-cleanup-5046460 

Summer	2020	Newsletter:	
August 13, 2020 
https://mailchi.mp/5d41d16d771d/winter-2019-newsletter-5032268 

Spring	2020	Newsletter:	
April 15, 2020 
https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?u=df70a805d021557ae64c3aaa5&id=5df075dc88 



MANHASSET BAY PROTECTION COMMITTEE 
6 | P a g e  

Manhasset	Bay	Protection	Committee	News	Articles	for	MS4	Reporting	
Year	2020‐2021	

Sewers	
Weldon, R. (2020, December 1). Great Neck sewer district issues support for Plandome Road 
sewer project.  The Island Now.  Retrieved from:  https://theislandnow.com/featured/great-neck-
sewer-district-issues-support-for-plandome-road-sewer-project/ 

Construction	&	Dredging	
Weldon, R. (2020, Sept18). Manorhaven boat channel to be dredged.  The Island Now.  
Retrieved from:  https://theislandnow.com/port-washington/manorhaven-boat-channel-to-be-
dredged/ 
 
Weldon, R. (2020, Aug 6). Construction begins on Leeds Pond Culvert.  Manhasset Times.  
Retrieved from:  https://theislandnow.com/manhasset-107/construction-begins-on-leeds-pond-
culvert/ 

Sunset	Park	
Ryan, C.  (2020, Nov 19).  Residents, Town Want to Keep Sunset Park Public.  Port Washington 
News.  Retrieved from:   https://portwashington-news.com/residents-town-want-to-keep-sunset-
park-public/ 
 
Weldon, R. (2020, Nov. 3).  Town officials seek to keep Sunset Park public.  The Island Now.  
Retrieved from:  https://theislandnow.com/featured/town-officials-seek-to-keep-sunset-park-
public/ 
 

History	
Weldon, R. (2020, Oct 16). Book explores Manhasset Bay.  Port Washington Times.  pp. 2, 44. 
Retrieved from:  https://issuu.com/theislandnow1/docs/port_washington_2020_10_16 
 
Weldon, R. (2020, Oct 8). New book explores the history of Manhasset Bay.  The Island Now.  
Retrieved from:  https://theislandnow.com/featured/new-book-explores-the-history-of-
manhasset-bay/ 
 
Hampton, D.  (2020, October 8).  New Book Delves Into Manhasset Bay’s Rich History.  Port 
Washington Patch.  Retrieved from:  https://patch.com/new-york/portwashington/new-book-
delves-manhasset-bays-rich-history 
 
Hanc, J. (2020, October 2).  Soaring success:  In 1939, Port Washington’s place in aviation 
history took off.  Newsday.  Retrieved from:  https://www.newsday.com/long-island/seaplanes-
made-history-from-port-washington-1.49867300 
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Blog	
Palsdottir, H.  (2020, Nov. 3).  Opinion:  Earth Matters:  Recycle fall leaves on your property.  
The Island Now.  Retrieved from:  https://theislandnow.com/blog-112/earth-matters-recycle-fall-
leaves-on-your-property/ 
 
Wilson-Pines, J.  (2020, Aug 3).  Earth Matters:  Long Island’s aquifer can be sustained.  The 
Island Now.  Retrieved from:  https://theislandnow.com/blog-112/earth-matters-long-islands-
aquifer-can-be-sustained/ 

Army	Corps	Feasibility	Study	
Adams, M., C. Ryan, and M. Schaden.  (2020, March 11).  Dead Gate:  Army Corps Sea Gates 
Project Suspended.  Great Neck Record.  Retrieved from:  https://greatneckrecord.com/dead-
gate-army-corps-sea-gates-project-suspended/ 
 
Ryan, C., M. Adams, and M. Schaden.  (2020, March 11).  Sea Gate Project In Flux After 
Funding For Study Frozen.  Port Washington News.  Retrieved from:  https://portwashington-
news.com/sea-gate-project-in-flux-after-funding-for-study-frozen/ 
 

Member	News	
Ryan, C.  (2020, Oct. 1).  Meeting Held for Proposed BW Zoning Code Changes.  Port 
Washington News.  Retrieved from:  https://portwashington-news.com/meeting-held-for-
proposed-bw-zoning-code-changes/ 
 
Zou, D. (2020, July 30). Draft of proposed code changes may end moratorium in Port 
Washnigton biz district.  Newsday.  Retrieved from:  https://www.newsday.com/long-
island/nassau/moratorium-development-waterfront-code-1.47503583  
 
Hampton, D.  (2020, July 30).  Code Changes Drafted For Port Washington Waterfront Area:  
Report.  Port Washington Patch.  Retrieved from:  https://patch.com/new-
york/portwashington/code-changes-drafted-port-washington-waterfront-area-report 
 




































































